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LEARNING STANDARDS: 
  

Lesson 

Common Core Reading Standards for Literacy in 

History/Social Studies 
1 2 3 4 5 

● ● ●

● ●

● ● ● ● ●

●

● ● ● ● ●

National Council for Social Studies’ National Curriculum 

Standards 
1 2 3 4 5 

● ● ●

● ● ● ●

● ● ● ● ●

●

● ● ●

●

● ● ● ● ●
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BLOOM’S TAXONOMY OF COGNITIVE DOMAIN:  

Level Bloom’s Definition L1 L2 L3 L4 L5 

● ● ● ● ●

● ● ● ● ●

● ● ●

● ●

● ● ●

● ● ●
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Lesson 1: Water, Water Everywhere? 

Objective(s): 

 

 

 

Materials needed:

Time:

Introduction:

 
 

 

 

Lesson:  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Exit ticket/Homework: 

PRE-VIEWING QUESTIONS:

i. 

ii. 

iii. 
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Lesson 2: A Walk in Citoya’s Shoes  

Objective(s): 

 

 

Materials needed:

Time:

Introduction:

1. 

  

 

Lesson: 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity: 
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Lesson 3: Toilet Talks: Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene  

Objective(s): 

 

 

 

Vocabulary: 

Materials needed:

Time:

Introduction:

 

 

Lesson:

 

 

 

Activity:
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Lesson 4: Water Borne Diseases  

Objective(s): 

 

 

 

Vocabulary: 

Materials needed:

Time:

Introduction:

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson: 

 

 

 

Activity: 
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Lesson 5: Culminating Activity: The Game of Life1 

Objective(s): 

 

 

 

Materials needed:

Time:

Day 1 

Introduction:

 

 

Lesson:
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 COUNTRY MEETINGS: 
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Day 2 

 

 INTERNATIONAL SUMMIT:

 

 

 

 DISTRIBUTION: 

Homework: 
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Helpful Links: 

Lesson 1: 

  

 

Lesson 2: 

 

Lesson 3: 

 

Lesson 4: 

 

 

o 

o 

 



 
Student Activity #1 

 

 

WATER VIDEO GUIDE  
 
 
 
 
 
 
VIDEO QUESTIONS 
 

1) How many people in the world do not have access to clean water? 
 

2) What are some of the consequences of living with unclean water and sanitation? 
 

 

 

3) How do people in Port-au-Prince cope with the water crisis? 
 

 

 

4) After watching Part 1, make a list of five practical solutions that you think will ensure that all families in the 
world’s poorest countries will have access to clean water. 

 

 

 

 

5) What are some of the short and long term solutions mentioned in Part 2 for solving the water crisis? 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PRE-VIEWING QUESTION:  

1) Make a list of how and when you used water since you woke up this morning.  
 

 

Post-Viewing Activity: 
Make a Set of Recommendations for Haiti- Look at the solutions you came up with after Part 1 and turn them 
into a strategic set of recommendations for the UN to bring clean water to Haiti. 
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WATER VIDEO GUIDE: Teacher’s Key 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Video Questions: 

1) How many people in the world do not have access to clean water? 
780 million people on Earth are barely surviving without access to clean water (or about 1 in 9 
people). 

 

2) What are some of the consequences of living with unclean water and sanitation? 
The impact of having unclean water and sanitation include diarrhea and water-borne diseases 
which can lead to death, especially for children. Furthermore, many children have to travel far to 
collect water every day, leaving no time for school and perpetuating the cycle of poverty. 

 

3) How do people in Port-au-Prince cope with the water crisis? 
People use street water to wash themselves because water is not available in their homes. 
People go and look for water all around, sometimes waking up very early to walk a few miles to 
find a water source which may not be available or has run dry. 

 

4) After watching Part 1, make a list of five practical solutions that you think will ensure that all families in the 
world’s poorest countries will have access to clean water. 

Student answers will vary. 
 

5) What are some of the short and long term solutions mentioned in Part 2 for solving the water crisis? 
In emergency settings, the distribution of buckets and the provision of portable water tanks is an 
immediate response. Longer term solutions include collecting rain water, building storage tanks, 
constructing wells, and laying down pipes. 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 

PRE-VIEWING QUESTION: (for individual brainstorming and class discussion) 

1) Make a list of how and when you used water since you woke up this morning. 
(individual brainstorming) 
 

2) What would you do if you did not have access to clean water at home or at school 
when you needed it for each item on your list? (class discussion)  
 

3) What do you think would happen if you used unclean water instead for all the times 
you used water today? (class discussion) 

 

 

Post-Viewing Activity: 
Make a Set of Recommendations for Haiti- Look at the solutions you came up with after Part 1 and turn them 
into a strategic set of recommendations for the UN to bring clean water to Haiti. 
 
Suggestions for student implementation: 

1) Turn your set of recommendations to the form of a speech addressed to UN world leaders. 
2) Write a letter to the President of Haiti proposing your long term solutions to providing clean water. 
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CITOYA’S STORY 

1) 

2) 

3) 
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Water and Sanitation Facts
1
 

1) 

 
 
 

2)  
 
 

3)  
 
 

4) 

 
 
 

5) 

 
 
 

6)  
 
 

7) 

 
 
 

8) 

 
 
 

9) 

 
 
 

10) 

 
 
 

11) 

 
 

 

12) 

 

                                                           
1
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WATER BORNE DISEASES: Guided Notes 

CONCERN WORLDWIDE:

 

 

 

 

 

CHOLERA:
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CHOLERA TREATMENT OPTIONS:

 

o 

o 

o 

CHOLERA PREVENTION MEASURES:

 

MALARIA:

 

 

 

 

 

MALARIA PREVENTATIVE MEASURES:

 

o 

o 
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CASE STUDY: Cholera in Sierra Leone 
 
DIRECTIONS 
In 2012, Sierra Leone, a country in West Africa, experienced a cholera outbreak. Read the following case study about 
Concern Worldwide’s response to the crisis. First, read Part 1 and answer the questions with your group before 
moving on to Part 2. 
 
PART 1: During an emergency situation, governments and NGOs often depend on 
external assistance when responding to a crisis. However, it is also important to involve 
community members in response, including disease outbreaks. Communities can play an 
important role in responding to emergencies through their knowledge of the environment 
and its terrain, their understanding of community culture, their capacity to mobilize large 
numbers of volunteers and identify leaders quickly, and their invested interest in 
improving their community. Concern Worldwide’s Al Pikin fo Liv child survival project 
(CSP) in Freetown, Sierra Leone took the initiative of working through existing 
community platforms to rapidly mobilize urban slum communities to mount a response to 
a nation-wide cholera outbreak. 
 
On July 16, 2012, the government of Sierra Leone declared a national cholera emergency. A total of 7,534 cholera 
cases were reported by primary healthcare units in six of the country’s14 districts, with 130 confirmed deaths. By 
September 27, the epidemic had reached 13 of 14 districts with 19,855 reported cases and 278 confirmed deaths. 
Of these 278 deaths, 95 occurred in the Western Area District, the most populated district in Sierra Leone with over 
1.5 million people, which includes the capital city of Freetown and the CSP target geographic area. As much as 79 
percent of the urban population lives in slum communities. As a result of rapid unplanned urbanization, these informal 
settlement areas are characterized by high population densities, poor sanitation infrastructure, exposed water sources, 
and a lack of waste management. These conditions foster poor health and are ripe for disease outbreaks such as 
cholera. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IDEAS FOR WAYS THE COMMUNITY CAN ASSIST WITH: 
Preventative Measures 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

Treatments 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

Imagine you are a part of Concern’s child survival program (CSP) team. 
How would you utilize members of the community to help stop the 
spread of cholera? Take into account the preventative measures and 
treatment options we discussed earlier. 
 

Slum in Freetown.  
Photo: Concern Worldwide 
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PART 2: In October 2011, Concern Worldwide launched its five-year, USAID-supported child survival program (CSP) 
in ten urban slum communities of Freetown to benefit over 35,000 children under five and 36,000 women of 
reproductive age with a range of maternal and child health interventions. A key strategy in this project emphasizes 
strengthening the capacity of community members to implement actions to improve the health of their communities. 
To do so, the project is working with community leaders and government stakeholders to mobilize a group of 
community health volunteers to deliver health messages at the household level. 
 

Concern’s child survival team was able to facilitate a rapid community response to the cholera emergency in its ten 
operational areas of Freetown through its strong working relationships with community health platforms, including 
local Health Management Committees (HMCs), Ward Development Committees (WDCs), and health facility staff. In 
collaboration with the HMCs and WDCs, the project mobilized and trained a team of community volunteers in hygiene 
promotion and community surveillance as well as recognition of cholera symptoms and the importance of early care-

seeking. 
 

To begin this process, Concern’s CSP team worked together with HMCs and WDCs to 
sub-divide their communities into zones according to community boundaries. Each 
zone was then assigned a Zone Leader who was selected based on their previous 
volunteer history, written and oral skills, and their ability to coordinate a group of up to 
15 volunteers. Concern’s CSP team and Zonal Leaders then collectively developed 
criteria for selecting community volunteers to conduct household visits. Volunteers 
were selected based on their residence and their commitment to perform specified 
cholera prevention and surveillance activities. 

 

Twice a week, the Zone Leaders were responsible for mobilizing and assigning the volunteers to the households in 
their zone to engage in door-to-door cholera sensitization and surveillance. Concern’s CSP team supported the Zone 
Leaders in aggregating data collected in the field and coordinating weekly activities. 
 

A total of 433 volunteers and 38 Zone Leaders were recruited and trained in cholera sensitization, with a retention 
rate of 95 percent over six weeks. Volunteers visited an average of 9,700 households and 30,470 families each week. 
The number of weekly reported cholera cases and deaths declined rapidly in the community. 
 

While the volunteers were given a small incentive for their efforts ($4 per week for a volunteer and $8 per week for a 
Zone Leader), they acknowledged that they were motivated by the pride they felt in the recognition from the 
community in helping to combat cholera and the solidarity they felt working with their fellow volunteers. Many of the 
volunteers and Zonal Leaders also noted improved levels of self-confidence and increased respect gained from the 
community by participating in outreach activities to lessen cholera.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How similar and/or different were your ideas after Part 1 to the solutions you read about in Part 2? 
 
 
 
 
What are some challenges you might face when mobilizing community members? 
 
 
 

Community Health Worker, Freetown. 
Photo: Concern Worldwide 

22



 

 

 

Student Activity #6 

 

 

CALCULATING DAILY WATER CONSUMPTION 

_____________ 

DID YOU KNOW?

 

                                                           
1
  

2
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GAME OF LIFE: DISTRIBUTING RESOURCES 

THE SITUATION:

YOUR TASK:

THE RULES:

 

 

 

POINTS TO CONSIDER:

 

 

 

YOUR STRATEGY:
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YOUR TASK:

THE RULES:

 

 

 

POINTS TO CONSIDER:

 

 

 

YOUR STRATEGY:

 
 
 

25



 

 

 

Student Activity #7 

 

 

GAME OF LIFE: DISTRIBUTING RESOURCES 

THE SITUATION:

YOUR TASK:

THE RULES:

 

 

 

POINTS TO CONSIDER:

 

 

 

 

YOUR STRATEGY:

 
 

26



 

 

 

Student Activity #7 

 

 

GAME OF LIFE: DISTRIBUTING RESOURCES 

THE SITUATION:

YOUR TASK:

THE RULES:

 

 

 

POINTS TO CONSIDER:

 

 

 

 

YOUR STRATEGY:

 
 
 

27



 

 

 

Student Activity #7 

 

 

GAME OF LIFE: DISTRIBUTING RESOURCES 

1) 

2) 

3) 

4) 

5) 
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