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UNDERSTANDING FOUR ETHICAL PERSPECTIVES AND LENSES

Four ethical 'isms'

When a person says "murder is bad" what are they doing?  That's the sort of question that only a philosopher would ask, but it's actually a very useful way of getting a clear idea of what's going on when people talk about moral issues. The different 'isms' regard the person uttering the statement as doing different things.  We can show some of the different things I might be doing when I say 'murder is bad' by rewriting that statement to show what I really mean.  

TASK: Discuss and rewrite the moral statement according to each of the four ethical perspectives.  We will share towards the end of the period in a large group setting.
	MORAL TOPICS
	MORAL REALISM: 

Moral realism is based on the idea that there are real objective moral facts or truths in the universe.

Moral statements provide factual information about those truths.
	SUBJECTIVISM: 

Subjectivism teaches that moral judgments are nothing more than statements of a person's feelings

or attitudes, and that ethical statements do not contain factual truths about goodness or badness.
	EMOTIVISM: 

Emotivism is the view that moral claims are no more than expressions of approval or disapproval.

This sounds like subjectivism, but in emotivism a moral statement doesn't provide information about

the speaker's feelings about the topic but expresses those feelings.
	PRESCRIPTIVISM:

Prescriptivists think that ethical statements are instructions or recommendations.

So if I say something is good, I'm recommending you to do it, and if I say something is bad, I'm telling

you not to do it.

	1. “Murder is bad.”
	“It is wrong to murder”
	“I disapprove of murder.”
	“Down with murder.”
	“Don’t murder people.”

	2. Cheating is wrong
	
	
	
	

	3. Stealing 


	
	
	
	

	4. Disobeying authority
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Suggested moral topics to discuss from the four perspectives discussed above:

· Doctor assisted suicide

· Gay or lesbian relations

· Abortion

· Having a baby outside of marriage

· Buying and wearing clothing made of animal fur

· Medical testing on animals

· Gambling

· Cloning animals/Cloning humans

· The death penalty

· Divorce

· Polygamy

· Suggest your own moral topic specific to your career chosen path.
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